
Findings and purpose: 
 
A.  

The East Aurora Board of Trustees hereby finds that non compostable single-use straws, 
single-use utensils, and single-use containers pose an environmental hazard to the health, 
safety and welfare of the citizens and visitors of the Village of East Aurora. 

B.  
Compostable single-use straws, single-use utensils, and single-use containers are made out 
of paper, plant, vegetable and other natural products are available in the market and are more 
environmentally-friendly when compared to the non compostable alternative. 

C.  
The Board of Trustees recognizes that making non-compostable single-use straws, single-
use utensils, and single-use containers banned in food-establishments reduces plastic put into 
the environment, helping to preserve our community. 

D. 
Many food-establishments have already switched over to compostable alternatives. 
Requiring all food-establishments to use compostable would mean for a similar cost for these 
products for the food-establishments in the Village of East Aurora. 
 

Definitions: 
 
For the purposes of this article, the following definitions shall apply 
 
BEVERAGE STRAW 

A tube for transferring a beverage from its container to the mouth of the drinker by suction. 
 

FORK 
An implement with two or more prongs used for lifting food to the mouth or holding it when 
cutting. 
 

KNIFE 
An implement composed of a blade fixed into a handle, used for cutting or spreading. 
  

SPOON 
An implement consisting of a small, shallow oval or round bowl on a long handle, used for 
eating, stirring, and serving food.  
 

CONTAINER 
An object that can be used to hold or transport something. Includes but is not limited to: take-
out containers, cups, bowls, plates, dishes. 
 

LID 
A removable or hinged cover for the top of a container. 
 

 
UTENSIL 



An implement used for food/drink. Includes but not limited to: spoons, forks, knives, stir 
sticks. 
  

COMPOSTABLE 
A product that is capable of disintegrating into natural elements in a compost environment, 
leaving no toxicity in the soil within 90 days. 
 

FOOD ESTABLISHMENT 
Any establishment which serves made-to-order food or beverages for dine-in, takeout, or 
delivery. Food establishments shall include, but are not limited to, restaurants, cafes, fast-
food establishments and food establishments within grocery stores. 
 
 

SINGLE-USE 
A product that is designed and intended to be used only once in its same form by the 
customer, food vendor or other entity. 
 

Allowed: 
 
A customer at a food-establishment is only allowed a flexible plastic straw upon request when the 
person requesting has a physical or mental disability inhibiting them from drinking using a 
compostable or biodegradable flexible straw. 
 
Enforcement: 
 
This article shall be enforced by the Village of East Aurora Police Department, the Village 
Building Inspector and the Village Code Enforcement Officer. 
 
Penalties for offenses: 
 
Any food establishment violating this article shall be guilty of a violation and shall receive a 
warning for the first violation, will be subject to a fine in the amount of $100 for the second 
violation, $200 for the third violation, and $400 for the fourth and subsequent violations. 
 
Time until in effect: 
 
Food establishments within the Village of East Aurora will need to switch over to compostable 
alternatives of the items listed above before 4 months after the law is passed. 
 
 


